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April-May 2023 Newsletter 

A big welcome to our new Satellite affiliate members,  

all with shared goal of achieving accreditation! 

 

Chelsea Andrews-- Little Learners Daycare 

Corrine Hendrickson- Corrine’s Little Explorers 

Ashley Dobson-- Dobson’s Daycare 

Sarah Fleming-- Growing Hands Family Child Care 

Vickie Krueger-- Minds in Motion 

Celeste Swoboda-- Teddy Bear Totland 

Tara Ebben-- Tikes and Tots Family Child Care 

Rosie Baataoui-- Kid's Zone Family Childcare 

Amy Nogar-- Amy & Kids Co. Nature Preschool 
 

Congratulations on moving to Associate level with Satellite! 

 

Elena Flores Capetillo-- Little Sunshine Bilingual Family Childcare 

Sarah Cohan—Sarah’s Littles 

 
 

Congratulations on your first 

Accreditation! 

 

Karla Gonzales and Raphael 

Monteblanco -- Tesoritos 

 
 



 
 

  

Nora Jimenez- New Era 

Learning Care.  Sisters Nora 

and Heidy have participated in 

Satellite since 2018.   

Sina Rassam Haghighi--Corner 

Garden Preschool, with Satellite since 

2005. 

Chris Torres-- Learn N Play Family 

Child Care, participating in Satellite 

since 1990.  (WOW!) 

 

Alba Santibanez and Cesar Labrador -Chiquitines Family Day 

Care.  Alba has participated in Satellite since 2002.   

Silvia Ahiquele- Ortega and Néstor 

Ortega - Rinconcito de Luz 

Silvia has participated in Satellite since 

2002.   

LEARNING AND CONNECTING TOGETHER 
 

Congratulations on your reaccreditations! 

Jess Boos, lead educator at Sarah 

Tuttle’s Bright Beginnings Day School 2.  

Jess’s first time through accreditation! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/Qpys1QwYkW5dT2hz7
https://forms.gle/Qpys1QwYkW5dT2hz7
https://forms.gle/zDFQZJgm7cMNFt8y7
https://forms.gle/zDFQZJgm7cMNFt8y7
https://forms.gle/uAGUUdQt18T9xHXm8
https://forms.gle/uAGUUdQt18T9xHXm8
https://goo.gl/maps/8XojaSbDdxBmb5MV7?coh=178572&entry=tt
https://goo.gl/maps/8XojaSbDdxBmb5MV7?coh=178572&entry=tt
https://goo.gl/maps/8XojaSbDdxBmb5MV7?coh=178572&entry=tt
https://goo.gl/maps/8XojaSbDdxBmb5MV7?coh=178572&entry=tt
https://goo.gl/maps/8XojaSbDdxBmb5MV7?coh=178572&entry=tt
https://goo.gl/maps/8XojaSbDdxBmb5MV7?coh=178572&entry=tt


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 
 

  
Wednesday  
Sept. 13 
 6 - 7:30 p.m. 
Zoom 

https://forms.gle/uwTsdzzsXVaooGJSA
https://forms.gle/uwTsdzzsXVaooGJSA
https://forms.gle/uwTsdzzsXVaooGJSA
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Satellite Professional Learning  
Calendar 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

Obtaining Registry Credit* for Satellite’s Virtual (Zoom) Professional Development Sessions 

To receive Registry credit at the conclusion of virtual (Zoom) professional development, follow these steps:  

1. Each participant must register individually even if viewing the training with other participants on the same 

screen. 

2. You must be present for the entire session. Late arrivals may not be admitted.  

3. At the conclusion of the session, you complete an evaluation and then enter your information to receive 

Registry credit.  This must be completed at the end of the session or your professional deve lopment hours will 

not be entered into the Registry by Satellite Family Child Care System. ** 

You can view and print your proof of attendance through your Wisconsin Registry account. It may take several weeks 

before your attendance is entered into the Registry. Certificates of completion will not be mailed or emailed to 

participants.   

**If you do not complete the steps above and wish to receive professional development credit for a Satellite event that 

you attended, you will need to complete the DCF form “Continuing Education Record—Independent Reading/Video 

Viewing “ found here: https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/cclicensing/ccformspubs. 

 

 

 

Dates Time Event Location Registration 
Registry 
hours* 

June 15 6-8 p.m. An Introduction to Autism; Dinner at 6 
Satellite 
Office 

Register here! 1.5 

July 19 6-8 p.m. 
The Autistic Brain and Sensory 
Processing; Dinner at 6 

Satellite 
Office 

Register here! 1.5 

August 9 6-8 p.m. 
Caring for Children with Autism; 
Dinner at 6 

Satellite 
Office 

Register here! 1.5 

September 13 6-7:30 p.m. 
Business Practice: Retirement 
Planning 

Zoom 
Register here! 
WWBIC form 

1.5 

October 4 6-8:30 p.m. 
Parade of Homes; Followed by 
resource event & dessert bar 

Bus tour, 
Satellite 

office 
Register here! 2 

November 4 9-5 p.m. Safety Saturday 
Satellite 
Office 

Register here! 8 

November 15 6-7:30 p.m. 
Family Child Care and Emergent 
Curriculum 

Zoom Register here! 1.5 

LEARNING AND CONNECTING TOGETHER 
 

https://wiregistry.org/
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/cclicensing/ccformspubs
https://forms.gle/V8gQoSN4WFfTniMG9
https://forms.gle/MwV18NGvXFFhzqmBA
https://forms.gle/Crg37AbbBtJjo7Qv5
https://forms.gle/S8NEBmgV9K2dT8ix7
https://fs27.formsite.com/wwbic/cif/index.html
https://forms.gle/YQogu8gfETojZaoP6
https://forms.gle/AvBYAFYUwehEh6tn9
https://forms.gle/emWF6JTRYVU35Avu6
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 'Little Big Things' is a cozy and homey family childcare program 

on the west side of Madison. Valentina is the owner and the 

childcare provider there. She's been in the field for 9 years and 

is currently pursuing a degree in Early childhood education. 

 At Little Big Things we believe in intentional play, quality 

interactions and the power of outdoors. Children are taught 

independence, how to be part of a group and are provided with 

the learning opportunities throughout all the WMELS 

developmental domains to gain all the important pre-skills for 

later confidence and success at school. 

 

Valentina Aitken 

Little Big Things 

Madison, WI 

Satellite Accredited Provider 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON 



 
  

LEARNING AND CONNECTING TOGETHER 
 

Register today! 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/early-childhood-education-conferenceconferencia-de-educacion-infantil-tickets-597786173537


 

 

   

  

Do you have information to share with our 

community? 

Submissions of the following are welcome: 

• Photos and video of your program or an activity (be certain 

you have photo release forms on file) 

• Program news 

• Events connected with your program  

• Celebration of educational milestones, like the completion 

of a degree or credential 

• Awards received 

Submit items for the newsletter to Laura Simkin: 

lsimkin@reachdane.org  

 

Submissions may be edited and/or adjusted for length. 

 

LEARNING AND CONNECTING TOGETHER 
 

Greetings! My name is Grace Eilers, and I am the new Family 

Child Care Content Specialist for Satellite Family Child Care 

System.  

I come into this role with a background in infant, toddler, and 

preschool early care and education, academic research, and 

mental health services. I earned a Master of Arts in child 

development from the University of Minnesota – Twin Cities 

with a specialization in early childhood mental health. I have 

also been awarded the Infant Mental Health (IMH) 

Endorsement® for Culturally Sensitive, Relationship-Focused 

Practice by the Wisconsin Alliance for Infant Mental Health.  

I am delighted to begin contributing to Satellite’s mission of 

creating meaningful professional development opportunities to 

help support you in your work. I look forward to connecting 

with you! 

 

mailto:lsimkin@reachdane.org


 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  
  

  

 

 

LOAN EQUIPMENT AND CURRICULUM UNITS 
Satellite members have full access to Satellite’s equipment and curriculum units.  Check the link below regularly to 

view our full lending options.  When you sign up for equipment and units, your consultant will inform you of 

whether the item is available immediately or if you’re on the waitlist. 

Pick-up and drop-off of equipment and units occurs during consultant visits to your program.  Additional 

exchanges of equipment and units may occur at the Satellite office.  Communicate with your accreditation 

consultant to determine a day and time when Satellite staff are present.  

Satellite Equipment, Units and Book Loans  
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NEW: 

Wagon for 

4 

Stove and 

Sink  

Small Table 

and Chair 

set  

NEW:  Corner Shelves 

Toddler Ball 

Run  

Sensory 

Table  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNDOfyUGaWv5LDP_CDGk6nc-Up6hUvE8-iV1Y2oQx5HUfSNQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


 
  

NEW and UPDATED 

CURRICULUM UNITS  

Link to Unit and Equipment List  

 
 

 

 

LEARNING AND CONNECTING TOGETHER 
 

New: 

Magnets for 

Math  

New: 

Baking Unit  

Wheels and 

Axels  

Engineering  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNDOfyUGaWv5LDP_CDGk6nc-Up6hUvE8-iV1Y2oQx5HUfSNQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


 
 

 

  

 
Readers Questions Answered in Ask the Experts Video 

 
You have questions, we have answers! Since taking over Tom Copeland’s Taking Care of Business blog last 

year, we’ve heard from a lot of you who have questions about the business of family child care. If you sent in 

a question (which you can do on the Ask the Experts page), you should have received an individual response. 

What we've noticed is that a lot of these questions have common themes, so we thought it would be helpful 
for all of you to hear the answers to some of the questions that have been sent in. Watch the video to hear 
some of the most commonly-asked questions we get! 

To read a transcript of this question-and-answer video, visit the blog post here. 

  

 

Retirement Plans:  
What You Need to Know 
 
Putting money away for retirement is one of the best ways to prepare for your future — and if you own a child care business, it’s a 

great benefit to offer your employees. But setting up a retirement plan for yourself or for your employees can seem overwhelming 

and overly complicated.     

Luckily, we are here to help! We have three new guides on retirement ready for you. 
 

• Why Have a Retirement Plan? 
• How Do I Choose the Right Retirement Plan? 
• How Can I Maximize My Retirement Savings? 
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P2SnKC8mnbw5Y6iC2i_vNLUgKwEFx7loVNyh5uUzpchwpf47O0V4km6j3ZoG7mkcFGLIeyxkdHG1y42l6pM1zim6URqKqdjWaKe_eMwJ16o0PF-z8vN4l8q81GWa58MCYnlY90k2mbK0S7omwvrNpYgRlrLnFL_4Dpu3Dvnaxejf78OIqWvjKJTIPpsmtOpQaWo6-K10eRx2YziZgk76XjBYhulSHokh&c=pgq7U4MYBGXELlEbJr7J2O6nPDJRv_62cegvHoVOextxY7fM7W2f0Q==&ch=SfxkJBrjv-HFhyBetMZxFJkkA1BGMVtgW2uK5mNyZDD42GrJ3Be16w==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P2SnKC8mnbw5Y6iC2i_vNLUgKwEFx7loVNyh5uUzpchwpf47O0V4ki52j8kgDjOXVTmMn4A5M7ywvduAOe9hSvyLGeCGCkYlDE7BnIMewlQxklVoq_qwFV27uK9X16b8za9JcbahFbQTnsT7jTK1baxTC8vgo8ZioZuN2e3BDev5OyviQtLWXirQStUOIg39IXE09asmf-OHcIg0_vWiSsFxBHuYlUNgO5PRuQ-H5yWQOvgx4p-t7bebY2fnpqY7&c=pgq7U4MYBGXELlEbJr7J2O6nPDJRv_62cegvHoVOextxY7fM7W2f0Q==&ch=SfxkJBrjv-HFhyBetMZxFJkkA1BGMVtgW2uK5mNyZDD42GrJ3Be16w==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P2SnKC8mnbw5Y6iC2i_vNLUgKwEFx7loVNyh5uUzpchwpf47O0V4ki52j8kgDjOXOYIjcAlXwRwokvIk781rtxFY7XFwqUHaAkALqnnjqgvb7LDkrGDgjbKv-TXy3-f9CQh7PGvoadANGGG12mG_7Z2hHmSLd9Oo0XdCKlnxwlmAKd6z27jaB_pWhUK2qKRcLjsH3aV7ndM=&c=pgq7U4MYBGXELlEbJr7J2O6nPDJRv_62cegvHoVOextxY7fM7W2f0Q==&ch=SfxkJBrjv-HFhyBetMZxFJkkA1BGMVtgW2uK5mNyZDD42GrJ3Be16w==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P2SnKC8mnbw5Y6iC2i_vNLUgKwEFx7loVNyh5uUzpchwpf47O0V4ki52j8kgDjOXkQ3E3btxN6W61YcBa09EMhtCgOK_rGkvGbENSyMVVkSuq7ZisP_v96gMvDISSfACVpNBx0cdROUatyY8Al2AS_Nwvup-bgAGP9SVgjzGAZoSFzPAKyzaWO7hwUCCJkRI4kSVvU9D5_0=&c=pgq7U4MYBGXELlEbJr7J2O6nPDJRv_62cegvHoVOextxY7fM7W2f0Q==&ch=SfxkJBrjv-HFhyBetMZxFJkkA1BGMVtgW2uK5mNyZDD42GrJ3Be16w==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P2SnKC8mnbw5Y6iC2i_vNLUgKwEFx7loVNyh5uUzpchwpf47O0V4ki52j8kgDjOX6hpxw-VQjq1n3yq62s4sdtDQazmzQe-3WJ3wnVta7bzRBmqfL_64_ESKO5Vwy9uYtwA_IhSv4xgC9ctHpdSTyrI8yVBJC1ifNEvVVIqicLk0ffwqNjlx9sZdMPLAjutOzrN12lJYy_o=&c=pgq7U4MYBGXELlEbJr7J2O6nPDJRv_62cegvHoVOextxY7fM7W2f0Q==&ch=SfxkJBrjv-HFhyBetMZxFJkkA1BGMVtgW2uK5mNyZDD42GrJ3Be16w==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P2SnKC8mnbw5Y6iC2i_vNLUgKwEFx7loVNyh5uUzpchwpf47O0V4ki52j8kgDjOXH8ZSlunOz9SiHXEWuUBVBcqdnPN9HSzz9Hw7WiCHtsXwtl885Un3Ez7w28x0u014DGO9OuyWQdrd8GtH4HLFBw==&c=pgq7U4MYBGXELlEbJr7J2O6nPDJRv_62cegvHoVOextxY7fM7W2f0Q==&ch=SfxkJBrjv-HFhyBetMZxFJkkA1BGMVtgW2uK5mNyZDD42GrJ3Be16w==


 
 

 

 

   

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATOR  

RESOURCE LIBRARY 

100+ books 
Satellite members have full access to Satellite’s 

early childhood educator resource books.  Check 

the link below to view our full lending options.   

Satellite Equipment, Units and Book Loans  

When you choose a book, your consultant will 

inform you of whether the item is available 

immediately or if you’re on the waiting list. 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNDOfyUGaWv5LDP_CDGk6nc-Up6hUvE8-iV1Y2oQx5HUfSNQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


 
  

HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

https://forms.gle/kbzqHXmgt5wdmTL9A


 
 

 

  
Professional Resources 

 

Satellite Services 
Mentor Program 

Satellite new member application  

Resource loans—equipment, curriculum units, & resource books 

 

Wisconsin 
T.E.A.C.H. Scholarship Program 

REWARD Stipend Program 

Wisconsin Early Childhood Shared Services Network (WEESSN) 

The Wisconsin Registry 

Educator Assistance Program 

Child Care Forms and Publications (Licensing) 

 

Professional Organizations focused only on Family Child 

Care 
Wisconsin Family Child Care Association  

Home Grown  

National Association for Family Child Care  

 

 

 

YOUR BUSINESS-YOUR FINANCES 

The May Financial Wellness session is:  

 We’re excited to partner with Dane County Office of Energy & Climate 

Change to offer an exclusive session, Reduce Energy Consumption and 

Save Money, that can help reduce energy consumption in your home 

while providing you more ways to save money in your monthly budget.  

 Live Session: 05/23/2023 @ 11:30am Link to Register!  

(Use “Reach Dane” as the organization with whom you’re affiliated)  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFKDAk7Ev8eeJFJi_tnnGbnUC8A6pttM0fnAomwVxBWlMLsg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfhC41nZhMJeuoDxfmAOKQMExMKfOd_M2xi7O1HJBVyt6u7zA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNDOfyUGaWv5LDP_CDGk6nc-Up6hUvE8-iV1Y2oQx5HUfSNQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/programs/t-e-a-c-h/oportunidades-de-beca-para-educadores-de-la-primera-infancia/
https://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/programs/reward/
https://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/programs/weessn/
https://wiregistry.org/
https://workdrive.zohoexternal.com/external/050c9b4abde5782254f4b002993031236a4e0413b429d852c1a534743da8744d
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/cclicensing/ccformspubs
https://www.wisconsinfamilychildcare.org/
https://homegrownchildcare.org/
https://nafcc.org/
https://summitcreditunion.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_M2XLPXZcQiKFqCPlifXzZw#/registration


 
 

   

SATELLITE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Satellite Advisory Committee 

Satellite deeply values input from those within the family child care community. 

At each Advisory Committee meeting, the facilitator presents information about Satellite’s support services 

and/or accreditation and then asks committee members related open-ended questions.  Committee 

members are encouraged to use their unique backgrounds, personal and professional roles, and experiences 

as they share their perceptions and ideas. 

Satellite’s facilitator actively listens with the goal of utilizing committee members’ expertise and experiences 

to strengthen the Satellite Family Child Care System. 

 

Mykenzie Lemberger 
Advisory Committee Secretary 

Satellite Consultant 
(608) 843-5378   

mlemberger@reachdane.org 

 
 

Laura Simkin 
Advisory Committee Facilitator 

Satellite Associate Director 
(608) 381-2676  

lsimkin@reachdane.org 

 

  

 

Nancy Rosales 
Advisory Committee Member  

Accredited Family Child Care Provider 
 

 

Tammy Ocompo 
Advisory Committee Member  

Community Member with the 

Madison Public Library 

Former Satellite parent 
 

 

Abby Abrisham 
Advisory Committee Member  

Retired Satellite Accredited 

Family Child Care Provider 
 

 

Fernanda Leporace 
Advisory Committee Member  

Community Member with 

WECA 

Former Accredited Provider 
 

 

Shannon Davis 
Advisory Committee Member  

Accredited Family Child Care Provider 
 

 

Terri Lynn Alexander 
Advisory Committee Member  

Accredited Family Child Care Provider 
 

 

Maria Luisa Mas 
Advisory Committee Member  

Accredited Family Child Care Provider 
 

 

mailto:mlemberger@reachdane.org
mailto:lsimkin@reachdane.org


 

Estella Vargas 
Bilingual (Spanish/English)  

Accreditation Consultant 

(608) 852-7724 

evargas@reachdane.org  
 

Grace Eilers 
Family Child Care Content Specialist 
(608) 400-2823  
geilers@reachdane.org  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Satellite  

(608) 275-6740  

satellitefcc@reachdane.org 

 
Mailing and drop-off address: 

2096 Red Arrow Trail, Fitchburg, WI 53711 
 

Label mailed and dropped off items with “attention:  

Satellite” & and the Satellite staff person’s name 

 

  
 

Laura Simkin 
Satellite Associate Director 

(608) 381-2676  

lsimkin@reachdane.org 

Contact Laura with all general questions 

related to accreditation and Satellite services.  
.  

  

 

Amy Christianson 
Language Access, Curriculum, and 

Satellite Director 

(608) 468-1199 

achristianson@reachdane.org 
 

Mykenzie Lemberger 
Upward Green and  

Accreditation Consultant 
(608) 843-5378   

mlemberger@reachdane.org 
 

CONFIDENTIALITY 

Satellite staff keep confidential within Satellite your 

program’s information that you share with your 

accreditation consultant, the Satellite director and the 

Satellite manager.  This information is documented in 

records of contact that only Satellite’s staff access.  

Satellite’s team works together, harnessing our collective 

skills and knowledge to support your program. 

Need assistance?  Contact us so we can help! 

SATELLITE STAFF 
 

Alison Joseph 
Accreditation Consultant 

(608) 416-3996 
ajoseph@reachdane.org 
 

Jen Jorgensen 
Accreditation Consultant 
jjorgensen@reachdane.org 

 

mailto:evargas@reachdane.org
mailto:geilers@reachdane.org
mailto:satellitefcc@reachdane.org
mailto:lsimkin@reachdane.org
mailto:achristianson@reachdane.org
mailto:mlemberger@reachdane.org
mailto:ajoseph@reachdane.org
mailto:jjorgensen@reachdane.org

